February 25, 2025
Dear President Trump:

The Coalition for Sensible Safeguards and the undersigned groups are alarmed by and strongly
condemn your unprecedented actions curtailing the legal authority of independent agencies to
exist and fulfill the statutory missions defined for them by Congress in order to insulate them
from Presidential influence. We strongly object to the firing of multiple Democratic appointed
Commissioners at independent government agencies and the extreme and problematic Executive
Order placing independent agencies under direct presidential control. Both of these actions are
not only a blatant power grab and a continuation of this administration’s handouts to corporate
interests at the expense of the public interest, but they are also patently unlawful, a direct affront
to Congressional authority, and a fundamental violation of the separation of powers enshrined by
our Constitution. We demand that you immediately reinstate the fired Commissioners to reverse
the damage and abstain from any further efforts to destroy the independence of these agencies.
We further demand that you revoke the Executive Order requiring OIRA review for independent
agencies.

For more than a century, Congress has established independent agencies with multi-member
commissions to fulfill the missions Congress gave them to protect the public. This design was
meant to insulate them against direct political interference from the president and reflects the
technical nature of their work and their unique significance to advancing the public interest.
These agencies have been crucial to protecting the rights of workers, protecting consumers from
unsafe products, policing financial markets and investor protection, preventing discrimination,
ensuring our elections are free and fair, and much more. Your actions will block these agencies
from doing the job Congress gave them, allowing corporations to flout regulatory safeguards
from independent agencies while the public pays the price.

To be clear, these firings are a flagrant violation of current law. Ninety years ago, the Supreme
Court upheld![1] that the Constitution allows congressional limits on executive authority to
remove commissioners at multi-member commissions. This ruling recognizes the Constitutional
authority of Congress, based on separation of powers, to insulate agencies from partisan political
pressure, including by protecting commissioners or ensuring that there is bipartisan
representation in an agency, as required by statute. Your actions, and particularly the partisan
targeting of independent agency commissioners, directly undermines Congressional intent to
preserve the independence of these agencies and ensure representation from both political parties
in the leadership structure of these agencies.

Because some independent agencies with multi-member commissions must have a minimum
number of commissioners in order to take important actions such as adopting regulations or
authorizing enforcement actions, your firings not only gut the independence of these agencies,
they also may result in those agencies being unable to implement and enforce bedrock public
protection laws passed by Congress.

' See Humphrey's Executor v. United States, 295 U.S. 602 (1935).



We strongly urge you to follow the law under long standing Supreme Court precedent and
respect congressional intent to place limits on your ability to remove independent agency
commissioners which is directly Congress' authority. It is critical that you take action to reinstate
the fired commissioners and revoke the Executive Order curtailing the independence of these
agencies so that they can continue to do their vital job of protecting the American public from
corporate wrongdoers.

Sincerely,
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